economic incorporation. Almost all Mexican migrants arrive with very little money or education and are consigned to the bottom tier of the workforce. Consequently, analysts often conclude that their prospects for joining the American mainstream are dim (Camarota 2001 , Hanson 2003 . In addition, it has frequently been asserted that the immigrants' children and even their grandchildren and great-grandchildren will remain similarly disadvantaged, as Bean, Brown, and Rumbaut noted (2006) . But both immigrants and their descendents change, across time as the former stay longer in the country, and across generations, as they give way to their children and their children's children. Reaching adequate conclusions about Mexican incorporation thus depends not only on assessing what happens to immigrants after they arrive in the United States, but also on studying what happens to the second generation. In this chapter, we introduce new data to focus on how changes in the unauthorized and citizenship status of Mexican immigrant parents relate to their children's socioeconomic status (their acquisition of human capital, occupation, and earnings). Such trajectories not only help to reveal the rapidity with which Mexican immigrants are joining the American economic mainstream, but they also provide policy-relevant information about how pathways to legalization and citizenship relate to economic progress among the children of immigrants.
Our assessment is based on new data from a project that focuses on the children of immigrants in metropolitan Los Angeles. Not only is Greater Los Angeles important for its size-more than 17 million people as of 2004-it is one of the two major immigrant gateway metropolises in the country, along with New York (Sabagh and Bozorgmehr 2003) . Nearly a third of LA's population is foreign born, with nearly two-thirds of this group from Latin America (U.S. Bureau of the Census 2006). Greater Los Angeles, more so than any other city, has been a receiving center for Mexicans for generations (Grebler, Moore and Guzman 1970) . It is now home to nearly six million persons of Mexican origin, or more than one-third of its population. Most important, it has long been the major urban destination for unauthorized Mexican entrants (Bean, Passel and Edmonston 1990) . Consequently, California was the state in which the most people legalized their migration status when given the opportunity under the 1986 Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) (González Baker 1997). Los Angeles thus provides a unique metropolitan context in which to examine how changes in the legal and citizenship status of Mexican migrants affect their children.
Given these considerations, what would we expect overall integration processes to look like among Mexican immigrants and their descendants? In general, while unauthorized entry may handicap Mexican entrants, the
